School Board Chairman/Member – Sample Letter

[date]

[your address]

The Honorable [full name of School Board Chairman/Member] 

[School Board address]

Dear Mr./Ms. [last name],

I’m a welder in your community. 

[Include paragraph A or B as applicable]  

[A.] I’m also the parent of a _________ grader at [name of school]. I’m concerned that he/she is not receiving a comprehensive education because he/she is not being exposed to welding and manufacturing technologies in school.

[B.] I’m concerned that our students are not receiving a comprehensive education because they are not being exposed to welding and manufacturing technologies in school.

Active participation and learning in a metalworking program will provide valuable job skills, and research also shows that students in such programs improve in math and problem-solving skills, manual dexterity, logic processes, imagination, self-discipline, and patience.

Furthermore, welding-related occupations provide employment for more than two million individuals in the U.S.A. Jobs in the manufacturing industry include welding engineers, executives, business owners, researchers, educators, and welders. Professionals in this industry may earn Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral degrees, and they have outstanding opportunities to gain employment in their field – sometimes even before graduation. The career outlook for this industry is better than ever, with starting salaries up to three times higher than the average entry-level wage.

Technical advancements have made welding a vital part of metallurgy, ceramics, physics, engineering mechanics, lasers, thermal spraying, micro-joining, and robotics. Welding may even be the next trend in surgery.

[Include paragraph A or B as applicable]  

[A.] I want my child to have the best start in life. Even if he/she decides not to pursue a career in manufacturing technology, I know that early exposure to this skill will benefit my child and all of our students in any career they choose.

[B.] I want all of the children in our community to have the best start in life. Even if they decide not to pursue a career in manufacturing technology, I know that early exposure to this skill will benefit them in any career they choose.

Because a highly skilled workforce ensures America’s competitive edge in the global marketplace, including a metalworking program in our school district’s curriculum is in the nation’s best interest. Please let me know how I can further encourage and support your efforts in this area.

For more information on the importance of welding and manufacturing technologies, please contact the American Welding Society at 800-443-9353, ext. 416, or online at www.aws.org. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

[sign and print  your name]

